May 7, 2007 Troop 21 Parents Committee Meeting

I. Opening remarks
a. Scoutmaster’s report - Taking merit badges outside of the troop – Brad Sonner wanted to do Indian Lore Merit Badge so he read the book and completed the work and then got a list of counselors from Smiser (council office).  He made 8-10 calls and met with a counselor to get signed off. This was held up as an example for boys seeking to complete merit badges for which Troop 21 has no merit badge counselor.  Good work Brad!
b. Treasurer’s report

II. Old business

a. Camporee at Trask – Mr. Craig was the committee chair for camporee and coordinated the stocking of the lake at Trask with fish. Our troop backpacked in. Thanks to the Sakais who brought up Kentucky Fried Chicken for dinner on Saturday. There were approximately 260 scouts and 100 parents with no injuries! Events were done in the afternoon; activities included bow and arrows, hunting and trapping information, fishing, specially bred dogs, and the campfire. We got 2 3rd place and 1 2nd place award, but more importantly all of the boys were included and did well.
b. Arcadia Bike ride – Last Saturday boys doing the Cycling merit badge and/other boys and parents joined an organized community ride of 10 miles.
c. Court of Honor – advancement status; Tim Otto apologized for the advancement status not being posted to the website yet because he needed some information from some boys; he will post it this week by Wednesday evening (5/9).
d. Eagle project – John Taylor thanked everyone who helped paint 2000 feet of curb at Paz Naz.His Eagle project was successfully completed after being rained out months ago. Nice work everyone.
III. New business

a. Drake’s upcoming Eagle Project – Saturday June 9 – It will include repairing brick steps, painting, and gardening at the Ronald McDonald House in Pasadena. He is looking for “qualified adults” to supervise scouts. Please seek Drake Duenas to sign up.
b. Gould Mesa (5/18-5/19) – We will drop off scouts on Friday at the JPL overlook, hike up to Gould Mesa and come back down Saturday afternoon. It has been stocked with fish so the boys are welcome to bring fishing rods and catch their own dinner! Dads are welcome to come along, but it’s advised to allow the boys to pack their own gear (if they forget something they will theoretically learn from it). We will have a meeting on 5/21 but be dark on 5/28.
c. Memorial Day Flag Ceremony (5/26) – This is an annual event held in Westwood at the Veteran’s Cemetery. Scout troops come in and place flags on the graves following a 30 minute talk for the boys. They are then given 10-20 flags to place on graves. Participating scouts should meet at Paz Naz at 6 am, leave at 6:15 and arrive at 7 am. The Deschants will have maps available on that day. The event goes from 7:30 am – 9 am. Please see Shelly Deschant to sign up. Class A uniform in best condition for all kids and leaders. Participating scouts should receive a patch.
d. Scout Expo (6/2) and fundraising – Attached to the agenda is a handout regarding business support for expo. Ads can be taken out in a council calendar. Please consider supporting scouting in this way, or pass on the information to someone else who might be interested. Troop 21 will be running the Space Exploration Merit Badge booth.
IV. Looking forward

a. June Court of Honor (6/22) – It will be held at Wilderness Park in Arcadia, up Santa Anita Boulevard. Maps will be available beforehand. Lisa Bernardi will be the coordinator for that event – thanks Lisa.
b. Sycamore Canyon Camping (6/28 – 7/1)

c. Camp Cherry Valley (8/5 – 8/11) – In the past Troop 21 has received extra spots for scouts to attend camp, but this year we have not obtained any extra spots for our designated week. This year we had 12 spots, for 2 adults and 10 youth. Tim Otto is trying to get additional spots during an additional week in July. Tim has asked for flexibility from families and will be sending out emails to determine when scouts and adults will be going. Please email Tim with your interest.
d. Camp Cherry Valley Scuba Program is available for scouts 14 years old and older, as well as Island Adventure at Cherry Valley. Island Adventure is a high adventure camp involving hiking, kayaking etc. and runs independently of our reservations so contact the council if you’re interested. The scuba program that is available includes both a discovery program and PADI certification but goes against our allotment, so contact Tim Otto to indicate your interest.
e. The patrol board is out for the boys to check to make sure that all patrols, leadership positions, and contact information is correct. Diane Liepens has asked parents to also check and make note of any updates to ensure the roster is complete and up to date. Thanks Diane.
