



Troop 21 – Paz Naz


10/22/2007

Dear Troop members:

Unfortunately, our November 17 & 18 outing to Edwards AFB has been cancelled. In it’s place, Troop 21 is offering a backpacking weekend (Saturday & Sunday) for the same dates. We will be hiking in to Bear Creek, a wilderness area in the West fork of San Gabriel Canyon. The trail includes many river crossings. It’s a lot of fun and the area is beautiful!

This is a TROOP event, that will be geared towards getting our newest scouts into some real-world backpacking. How does this include older, more experienced scouts? Well, you guys will be:

a) Helping to educate and inform our newest scouts. You will be needed to help get them up to speed for this event. YOU will help get THEM prepared.

b) Camping with your (older scout) buddies. You’ll be out in the wilderness, on your own (Adult leaders will be around, mainly serving as decorations. If you ask them for help, and it’s not for a very good reason, they won’t help you). Younger scouts will be “on their own” as well (maybe a troop guide or 2 to help them), so you won’t need to spend time helping them! They will be independent because YOU have done such a good job in helping to prepare them. 

* We really don’t know if it’s a good thing to divide the troop into newer scouts and older scouts, but since we have, you should know that the adult leader/decorations will be checking to see who does a better job setting up camp, cooking meals, being prepared etc. There will be prizes for the winner.

Older Scouts: You don’t want these guys making you look bad do you?

Younger Scouts: You don’t want to make those experienced scouts look bad do you? (YES!)

11/17 – 11/18: Bear Creek Trek: appox 2-4 miles each way. Hike in, in the AM. Lunch: sack lunch. Set up camp and cook dinner. Sleep in tents. Cook breakfast in AM. Leave camp approx. 12:00 noon. There will be a camp set up competition with younger scouts vs. older scouts. Enthusiasm vs. Experience (E v E)

Cost: $5.00 per scout

Dates & Times:

Sign ups begin at the 10/29 meeting.

Sign ups END at the 11/5 meeting! That is the deadline. We need to determine who will be participating so we can finalize patrols (or “trek crews” in backpacking talk) and start planning meals and equipment.

Final preparations and meal plans at the 11/12 meeting.

Parents! – There can be no vehicles left overnight at the trailhead, so we will need drop off & pickup carpools.

Dads: Want to come along? You are more than welcome to join in. Adults camp in a separate area from the boys and are encouraged to let the boys do their cooking, camp set up etc. as patrols. 

** Note to all: There cannot be any late arrivals or early departures for this event. We MUST stay together as a group.

Times: 

Meet at Paz Naz on Sat. 11/17 at 7:00 AM. Carpools will depart for Bear Creek trailhead at 7:15

Carpools will pick backpackers up at 12:00 noon on Sunday, at the trailhead. We should be back at Paz Naz by 12:45 or 1:00 PM on Sunday.

Activities & skills:

Basic backpacking skills

How a trek crew works

Proper wilderness camp setup

Backpacking meals

Backcountry water treatment

River trail travel

Weather preparedness

Opportunity for a camping night and rank advancement skills.

Interested?

Sign up on 10/29 or 11/5

Questions?

See Mr. Incikaya

